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THE NEWSLETTER OF THE MARATHON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY • 2017  NO. 2 

The Marathon County Historical Society presents 

Wausau History Tours:  

A Cut in Time on  

Barker-Stewart Island 
Noon to 4 pm Sunday, May 21, 2017 

$5 donation at the site: 204 Scott Street 
Parking available at Eye Clinic of Wisconsin, lower level, 800 First St. 

Enjoy this event in conjunction with Open Streets Wausau. 

Questions? Call Jane Janke Johnson at 715-297-1946 or MCHS at 715-842-5750 

Costumed re-enactors will tell 
the history of this island, where 
the Barker Stewart Lumber Co. 
was once the largest producer 
of hemlock lumber in the   
county. The original sawmill on 
the island was built in 1881, 
and purchased in 1887 by C.C. 
Barker and Hiram Stewart. By 
the end of the 19

th
 century, 

Barker and Stewart could    
process 40 million feet of    
lumber annually. The mill 
closed operations in 1915.  
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The Marathon County Historical Society 

is supported in part by 

City of Wausau Room Tax Funding. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dorothy Maxfield, President 

John Hattenhauer, Vice President 

Todd Toppen, Treasurer 

Jane Janke Johnson, Secretary 

Brett Barker 

Bill Bertram 

Sandi Cihlar 

Gary Frary 

Nancy Frawley 

Robert Hagge, Jr. 

Laurel Hoffman 

Greg Huber 

Richard Lohr 

Donald Prehn 

Mary Roberts 

Gerald Viste 

Brian Williams 

Russell Wilson 

Kelly Zagrzebski 

 
 

STAFF 

Mary Forer, Executive Director 

Mary Jane Hettinga, Historic Preservation 

 Consultant 

Gary Gisselman, Librarian/Archivist 

Anna Chilsen Straub, Curator of Education  

Sara K. Goetsch, Curator of Events  

Liane Worden, Bookkeeper 

Gary Walters, Curator of the Yawkey House 

Mike Bresnahan, Maintenance 

Kathy Volkmann, Curator of Artifacts 

Linda Forbess, Curator of Textiles 

George Alafouzos, Weekend Curator 

Jessica Sandene, Weekend Curator 

Emily Schreiner, Weekend Curator 

Janet Klutterman, Administrative/Rental 

Coordinator & Memberships 

Sandy Block, Outreach & Program Coordinator 

Ben Clark, Archivist 
 

PRINTING OF THE WANIGAN 

Editor: Sara K. Goetsch 

Co-Editor: Anna Straub 

 

Welcome To Our New Members 

Claire & Benoit Meney 

Carla Wheeler 

Anne Jacobson 

Michelle Vinje 

Dennis R. & Janet L. Smith 

Rosa Lea & Paul Hemstrom 

Paula & Richard Barnes 

Darlene Gregoire 

Nita Kay Logemann 

Richard & Pamela Engelmeier 

Joan Putzer 

Mary E. Rusch 

Florence Seidens 

Barbara Roberts 

William Schmelzer 

Katie Barker & Matt Schield 

Tom McGrath 

 THANK YOU  • 

 
 To K-tech Kleening Systems, Inc. for their     

generous donation towards the cleaning of the          

Jablonski building. 

 To Irow for their considerate discount towards 

our bill at the Jablonski building. 

 To our volunteers who helped out at the        

18th Annual Valentine Tea. 

 To the volunteers who helped with our highest 

attended Mother & Child tea. 

 To Betty & Lenora at Sweet Dreams Bakery for 

all the hard work they put into making the     

Valentine Tea food so delicious. 

 To our kind-hearted sponsors of the Valentine 

Tea:  Sweet Dreams Bakery, Evolutions in     

Design, Johanna May’s Fine Teas, New Roots 

Coffee Company, Total Rental Center and          

Imagine This...Spaces by Sara. 

We will be closed on     

Tuesday, July 4, 2017 in 

honor of our country’s      

Independence Day. 
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 GIFTS RECEIVED • 
 

 A gift from the Nancy Frawley Fund within the Community Foundation of North Central Wisconsin in 

honor of John & Sally Hattenhauer   

 A donation from Jane & Jim Janke in memory of Herb Beyer 

 A donation from Jane & Jim Janke in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Dr. John Hattenhauer in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from David & Beverley Smith in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Dr. Donald Prehn in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Mary Jane & Allen Hettinga in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Dick & Charlotte Boehmer in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Mary & Lon Roberts in memory of Nancy Frawley 

 A donation from Donald & Connie Huehnerfuss in support of the Little Red Schoolhouse program 

 A donation of office supplies from Carol Berens 

 

Misc… 

The Marathon County Historical Society and Wausau both lost a cherished       

advocate and supporter with the passing of Nancy Frawley on March 16, 2017. 

She was a long time member of the Board of Directors of the Society of which her 

father, Henry Phillips, was a founding member.  Nancy continued the sense of 

civic responsibility she learned from her father and was extremely generous to the 

Society and the community, gladly sharing her time, talent, and treasure.  She will 

be greatly missed by all who knew her. 

One of her passions was to get the living room of the Woodson House a little 

more “decorated”.  Sara K. Goetsch is currently working on that project and it 

will be named in honor of Nancy. 
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Upcoming Events 

 2017 Civil War Book Club  

7:00 pm at the Woodson History Center 
Led by Prof. Brett Barker-University of Wisconsin Marathon County 

On the 4th Thursday of the Month (All of the books are paperback): 

 

 

April 27, 2017  Martha Hodes, Mourning Lincoln. 

ISBN-10: 030021975X 

ISBN-13: 978-0300219753 

New Exhibit 

Rural Electrification: Outlet for Change 
Tuesday, May 9, 2017  5:30-7:30 Members Only Opening 

Saturday, May 13, 2017 10:00 am-4:00 pm Public Opening 
 

This exhibit will demonstrate the changes to home and farm life that came with electricity in the early 1900s. 

The public opening will be in conjunction with other activities during the Downtown Open House. 

  

By the 1920s, most city and town residents had access to electricity in their homes, businesses and schools. 

Indoor lights, home appliances, industrial machines and indoor plumbing were all run by electric power.   

Electricity made many jobs easier. But electrical power lines did not often extend beyond city boundaries, and 

electricity was available to only a few rural residents. As a consequence, rural life had changed very little since 

the late 1800s. Heavy manual labor remained a necessity for men, women and children on the farm. 

 

This exhibit tells the story of how electricity eventually reached rural residents both in central Wisconsin and 

in the rest of the United States and how it changed their lives. WPS has generously provided $150 worth of gift            

certificates and a number of Louie Coloring Books that will be given away during the exhibit opening on   

May 13. 

 

Members watch your mail for a special invite to this new exhibit opening. 
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Upcoming Events 

American Girl-Themed Garden Party 
Saturday, June 3, 2017 

1 pm-3 pm 
Enjoy an old-fashioned garden party with your American Girl Doll (or any other  
special doll) in the historic Yawkey House Museum Gardens.  The 
party will include a brief look at antique dolls & toys, a vintage pro-
ject to make, games, and of course refreshments!  Recommended 
ages 5-12.  Cost is $10 per person.  Reservations are Required and 
space is limited.  Call 715-842-5750 to reserve your spot today.  Girls 
& dolls can “dress-up” for this special garden party.  Event will be 
held in the Woodson History Center in case of inclement weather. 

The Historical Society is participating in Wausau’s Downtown Open House 
 

Visit the Marathon County Historical Society during Wausau’s Downtown Open House from 10 am to 4 pm 

on Saturday, May 13. There will be special activities – all for free – in addition to our regular offerings. 

 

Communities all across Wisconsin are joining together to highlight our state’s vibrant, unique downtowns. 

This statewide open house will help people fall in love or rediscover hidden gems and well-known treasures in 

their local communities. Venues across Wisconsin downtowns will be opening little-seen areas or hosting   

special events to showcase what they have to offer. 

 

Three special events will be available at the Marathon County Historical Society. Visitors will be invited to 

handle several artifacts in “Grandma’s Kitchen” to try out the ways people used to prepare food, wash clothes, 

or entertain themselves. In the library, Archivist Ben Clark will show how he digs into local history to find the 

story behind random receipts. And our newest exhibit, Rural Electrification: Outlet for Change, will officially 

open for public viewing.  Visitors may decide to pick up our free brochure for a self-guided walking tour of 

Wausau’s historic districts.  

 

Other sites that will be open for touring during the Downtown Open House include the Center for the Visual 

Arts, the Landmark Building, Stewart Inn, YWCA, First Presbyterian Church, St. John’s Episcopal Church,  

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, and St. Stephen Lutheran Church. The Stewart Inn will sponsor           

horse-drawn carriage rides in the downtown area. 

Vintage Board Game Nights  
The first Vintage Board Game Night in March went over so well, we’ve decided to host them monthly!  Game 

nights will run from 7 pm to 10 pm on the fourth Fridays each month at the Woodson History Center.          

The next one is April 28. 

Join us for one or all of these nights of gaming fun for all ages.  Bring your own board game or use one of ours. 

During the evening, you can test your knowledge with a “What's The Historic Artifact?” contest.  

  

Among the games we already have are Mastermind, Connect 4, Twister, Aggravation, Go to the Head of the 

Class, Yahtzee, Labyrinth, PayDay, Cootie, Mille Bornes, Clue, Tiddly Winks, PassWord, Kerplunk, Nick at 

Night Classic TV, Rook, and Apples to Apples.   

Watch our Facebook page for a longer list of games and future dates for Vintage Board Game Night! 
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Upcoming Speakers 

The Marathon County Historical Society continues its popular lecture series History Speaks, which  

includes a wide variety of topics, including several of our well-liked genealogy workshops, presented by local 

experts and history enthusiasts.  

 

Our past lectures have received great reviews and amazing attendance. We have planned a full year of    

presentations,  programs that range from genealogy topics to presentations based on current exhibits to some 

just for fun.  

 

All lectures are presented at the Woodson History Center, have no admission fee, and no  

registration is required. However, donations are always appreciated. All presentations begin at 2 pm, unless 

otherwise noted. 

 
 

Saturday, April 22  The Fromms and Their Fur Farm 
Ben Clark outlines the history of the remarkable Fromm family and their lasting impact on the world of fur 

farming and fashion. 

 

Sunday, April 30  Rural Electrification in Central Wisconsin 
Gary Gisselman talks about how federal and state advancements brought electricity to the rural areas of central 

Wisconsin in the first half of the 20th century. 

 

Sunday, May 7   Preserving Your Family Papers, Photos and Textiles 
Curators Linda Forbess and Kathy Volkman discuss how to care for and preserve your family’s treasured    

papers, photographs and texiles. 

 

Sunday, June 4   Forward: Progressive Era Women Reformers 
Paul Clark discusses Wisconsin women reformers in the early 20th century, with emphasis on women’s       

suffrage (voting rights), the Temperance movement, Settlement houses and children’s advocacy. 

 

Sunday, June 25  Guided Tour of the Farm Museum in Marathon Park 
Randy Block is the curator of the I.S. Horgen Farm Museum located in Marathon Park, Wausau. He will     

describe the background of the museum and talk about some of the larger equipment.  The rest of the tour is 

self-guided, with Randy available for questions. 

 

Saturday, August 12  An Introduction to the History and Usage of Ginseng 
Will Hsu explains how ginseng has traditionally been used in Eastern medicine, the differences between the 

major species of ginseng, and its unique place in Wisconsin history.   
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Our Volunteers 

Every year, the month of April is Volunteer Appreciation Month. Every year, we here at the Historical Society 

try to convey our heartfelt thanks for all the help we receive throughout the past year.  There are not enough 

words to express what we feel for all of you that so generously give of your time and talents. You are all      

appreciated and loved more than you could ever know!  Thanks from the bottom of our hearts!  

Sonja Ackerman 

George & Bonnie Alafouzos 

Ron Allen 

Maria Alvarado 

Richard & Dianne Ames 

Kathy Anderson 

Nancy Ashman 

Barbara Banals 

Brett Barker 

Paula Barnes 

Gladys Beese 

David & Gail Berge 

Michael & Jane Blick 

Fredrick Bliese 

Sandy & Richard Block 

Blossoms & Bows 

Dan Bowan 

Michael Bresnahan 

Elizabeth Brezinski 

Bruce & Lynn Buhmann 

Joan Burk-Miller 

Brian Bushnell 

Linda Cannon 

Pat Casey 

Sandi Cihlar 

Ben Clark 

Bill Coady 

County Market Floral 

Laura Damerell 

Alice Davies 

Mary Ann Dawson 

Sally Decker 

Jean Drake 

Ronald Erickson 

Evolutions in Design 

Floral Magic Creations 

Russ & Linda Forbess 

James Force 

Jim & Mary Forer 

Kelly Franklin 

Gary Frary 

John & Elizabeth Frieders 

Gary Gisselman 

Scott Goethel 

Sydney Goethel 

Alaina Goetsch 

Julia Goetsch 

Sara & Brendon Goetsch 

Priscilla Grittner 

Robert S. Hagge, Jr. 

Lynne Hall 

Dan Haney 

William & Barbara Harness 

John & Sally Hattenhauer 

Connie Heidemann 

Lisa Held 

Laurel Hoffmann 

Lorraine Hornung 

Gregory Huber 

Kathi Hupy 

Karen Hurst  

Susan Hurst 

Inspired by Nature 

Ray & Annie Jahns 

Jane Janke Johnson 

Marijean Johnson 

Cheryl Keding 

Peggy Kinney 

Nicole Kleman 

Nathan Klopotek 

Janet Klutterman 

Michael Kolasinski 

Carol Kraemer 

Joshua Krueger 

Donna Kuehl 

Lynn Lambrecht 

Mollie Lemke 

James Lenselink 

Kim Lenz 

Elizabeth Lutz 

Katherine Madsen 

Stephanie Martell 

Carl Martens 

Christine & Mike Martens 

Dorothy Maxfield 

Pat & Lucy McCarthy 

John Meachen 

Suzan E. Miller 

Maralee Moellendorf 

Austin Moldenhauer 

Mary Moltzan 

Michael Moran 

Sandy Obremski 

Bonnie Ostrowski 

Sharon Ostrowski 

Scott & Linda Peterson 

Patty Pippenger 

John Pochinski 

Marlys Podratz 

Bethany & Daniel Pravuch 

Donald Prehn 

Kristine Rasmussen 

Kathy Rein 

Carol Reitz 

Angie & Martin Reuter 

Mary Roberts 

Nicholas Robinson 

Jamie Roeser 

Jessica Sandene 

Robert Sanders 

Dana & David Sanft 

Emily Schreiner 

Richard & Eunice Schultz 

Nancy Schultz 

Yvonne & Dave Schuster 

Laura, Emily & Allison Seanor 

Yvonne Siewert 

Katie Simson 

Karla Sommer 

Val Stanenas-Wacker 

Susan Stanko 

Sandy Stemper 

Richard Strasser 

Anna & Joe Straub 

Molly Straub 

Joan Stroyny 

Sweet Dreams Bakery 

Paula & Dennis Szydel 

Jennifer Ternes 

Todd Toppen 

Adam Topper 

Dave & Lori Torkko 

Trig’s Floral 

Lee Ann Venne 

Gerald Viste 

Kathy Volkman 

Mike Wadinski 

Dave Wallenfelsz 

Jane & Ray Wery 

Brian Williams 

Russ Wilson 

Keene Winters 

Wen Yan Li 

Kelly Zagrzebski 

Joseph Zimmerman 

Pat Zmuda 

Debbie Zunker 
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Our Mission Statement 

 To collect, preserve, advance, and disseminate the  

knowledge of the history of Marathon County and  

the State of Wisconsin 
 

 

LOCATIONS AND HOURS 
 

WOODSON HISTORY CENTER 

410 McIndoe St., Wausau, WI  54403 

Office: 715-842-5750    Library: 715-848-0378     

Fax: 715-848-0576 

Library Hours: Tuesday through Friday  

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Web site: www.marathoncountyhistory.org 

 

YAWKEY HOUSE MUSEUM 

403 McIndoe St., Wausau, WI  54403 

Hours: Tuesday through Friday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Saturday and Sunday   

1:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

Yawkey House tours are offered on the hour,  

last tour starts at 3:00 p.m. 

Closed on Mondays and Holidays. 

Marathon County Historical Society 

410 McIndoe Street 

Wausau, Wisconsin  54403 

Non-Profit 

Organization 
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